New drugs for the treatment of metastatic or refractory soft tissue sarcomas in children.
Children with relapsed, recurrent or metastatic sarcomas represent a therapeutic challenge for the pediatric oncologist. Strategies for the development of newer therapies for children with these sarcomas have, in the past, been histology-specific. For example, drug development in rhabdomyosarcoma has relied upon the preclinical xenograft model, whereas therapies for pediatric nonrhabdomyosarcomatous soft tissue sarcomas have mostly been derived from adult trials. The progress to date and the tools used in the treatment of advanced pediatric sarcomas will be summarized in this review.